
Tabernacles And Jesus Christ

This year the holiday of Sukkot starts Monday 
sunset October 17th. The holiday is 7 days long, 
and then immediately followed by the holiday of 
Simchat Torah, the Rejoicing of the Torah. The 

main traditions of Sukkot are biblically mandated 
(Leviticus 23:34-36), the dwelling in a Booth or 

Sukkah.
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Tabernacles / Sukkot / Booths

ÅLev 23:39-44 Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month [nearly October], when you have gathered in the 
fruit of the land, you shall keep the feast of the Lord for 
seven days, the first day and the eighth day each a 
Sabbath. 40 And on the first day you shall take the fruit 
of pleasing trees [and make booths of them], branches of 
palm trees, and boughs of thick (leafy) trees, and willows 
of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your 
God for seven days. 41 You shall keep it as a feast to 
the Lord for seven days in the year, a statute forever 
throughout your generations; you shall keep it in the 
seventh month. 42 You shall dwell in booths (shelters) 
for seven days: All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 
43 That your generations may know that I made the 
Israelites dwell in booths when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God. 44 Thus Moses 
declared to the Israelites the set or appointed feasts of 
the Lord. AMP



History 

ÅThe origins of Sukkot are found in an 
ancient autum harvest festival. Indeed it is 
often referred to as hag ha -asif, ñThe 
Harvest Festival.ò Much of the imagery 
and ritual of the holiday revolves around 
rejoicing and thanking God for the 
completed harvest, and the sukkot 
represent the huts that farmers would live 
in during the last hectic period of harvest 
before the coming of the winter rains. 



At Home

ÅAs soon after the conclusion of Yom Kippur as 
possible, often on the same evening, many 
begin building the sukkah, or hut, that is the 
central symbol of the holiday. Rabbiôs said, at 
least three sides, whose roof is made out of 
thatch or branches. It is traditional to decorate 
the sukkah and to spend as much time in it as 
possible. 

ïMeals are eaten in the sukkah, and some 
have even been known to sleep in it.

ïThe tradition of putting honey on the challah 

bread during Sukkot meals is common. 



At Home
Å Four Species:A major focus of worship in the Sukkot is the 
waving of the ñfour speciesò during  prayer time. The origin of 
this custom is a verse in the Torah. The Israelites are 
commanded to ñtake the produce of goodly trees, branches of 
palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook and 
you shall rejoice before Adonai your God seven daysò 
(Leviticus 23:40). 

Å Lulav and Etrog:The rabbinic tradition understood this to 
mean that one should acquire a palm branch; the branch is 
placed in a holder together with sprigs of myrtle and willow 
branches. These three are collectively referred to as the lulav, 
since the palm is the dominant feature. The etrog is a variety 
of citrus fruit also known as a citron. 

ïThey are waved at different parts of the prayer time. When 
they are all held together and shaken in prayer they are 
viewed as fulfilling the verse in the book of Psalms (35:10), 
which declares that ñAll of my bones shall proclaim, óO 
Adonai, who is like You?ôò

Å Psalms 113-118: are often read during the week.



The Intermediate Days

ÅDuring the intermediate days of Sukkot, 
one is allowed to pursue normal activity 
and wave the four spices on a daily basis 
and to eat meals in the sukkah. 



Spring Feasts 
Spring Feasts

1. Passover Nisan (April) : Death Angel passed over Israel in 
Egypt.

ï Jesusô the Passover Lamb and His death on the cross.

2. Unleavened Bread: The Day Israel left Egypt. 

ï Sin and the world.

ï Jesus sinless life ïWe also are to die to sin.  

3. First Fruits : Day Israel came rose out of the Red Sea. 
ï The Day Jesus rose from the dead.

4. Pentecost Sivan (June): Giving of the Law at Sinai.

ï Baptism of the Holy Spirit at Zion.



Fall Feasts (Sept / Oct)

5. Trumpets Rosh Hashanah: Civil New Year ïtime of 
repentance.

ï Rapture of the Church & Wrath of God.

6. Yom Kippur Atonement: Day of Atonement when 
God judges sin in the creation.

ï The Day Jesus physically returns to earth.

7. Tabernacles Succot: God tabernacled with Adam in 
the Garden.

ï God tabernacled with Israel in the dessert.

ï God tabernacled with us at Jesus 1st. coming.

ï God tabernacles with us at His return.



Hebrew Calendar

ÅFeast Of Trumpets(Rosh Hashanah)1st. Of Tishrei.

ïOctober 2005, from the eve of the 3rd.-5th. .

ï10 Days of Awe ending on Tishrei 10. October. 13th.

ÅDay Of Atonement (Yom Kippur)10th. Of Tishrei.

ïOctober 2005, from the eve of 12th.-13th. .

ÅFeast of Tabernaclesor (Booths or Sukkot).Tishrei 

15th.-21st.

ïOctober 2005, from the eve of  the 18th.-24th. .



The Feast Of Tabernacles or 
Booths (ñSukkotò)

Date on Hebrew calendar: 

15th. -21st. of Tishrei 

(October 18 th .- 24 th .)

Scriptural references: Lev. 23:33-44, Deut 
16:13-15, Zech 14:16-19, John 7:2-

52.Tabernacles



Tabernacles, Sukkot or Booths

1. God tabernacles with Adam in the Garden at 
the time of creation.

2. God tabernacles with Israel in the dessert.

3. God tabernacles with us at Jesus 1st. coming.

4. God tabernacles with us at His return Yom 
Kippur / Atonement.



The Second Temple Period
ÅDuring this holy day, a priest would take a water 

pitcher down to the Pool of Siloam, dip it in the 
water and carry it back to the Temple. 

ÅCrowds of people would form a huge 
processional behind the priest, dancing, singing 
and chanting Psalms (113 ï118) as they 
entered the Temple mount. 

ÅFor each of the first six days of Sukkot, the 
processional would circle the Temple altar one 
time, and on the seventh day there would be 
seven processionals to magnify the joy. 



The Second Temple Period

ÅThe highlight of the ceremony came when 
the priest dramatically poured the water at 
the altar of the Temple. The response of 
the multitudes was so immense that the 
Talmud says, who ever has not been in 
Jerusalem for this ceremony has not even 
experienced real joy! Hence, it became 
known as the Rejoicing of the House of 
Drawing Water.

ÅWith joy you will draw water from the well 
of salvation.



Sukkot In The New Testament 
ÅSukkot in Jesus time was a major celebration often 

referred to simply as ñThe Feast.òIt incorporated 
ceremonies using light and water. 

ÅYeshua celebrated Tabernacles. Jesus came to the 
temple during Succot and proclaimed 
ïJohn 7:37-38 On the last day, that great day of the 

feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his 
heart will flow rivers of living water ." NKJV

ÅHe was asking does anyone understand the true 
significance of this ceremony? If anyone thirsts let him 
believe in me. I am the Messiah who will pour out the 
Holy Spirit on Israel! Drink of Me and never thirst 
again.



Sukkot And  Rich Spiritual Lessons
ÅThe apostle John openly declares the divine nature of 

Yeshua (Jesus) by using Succot as the Metaphor. 

ÅJohn 1:1 (Gen 1:1-2,) In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . 

ÅJohn 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. NKJV

ïDwelt Skenoo NT:4637 skenoo (skay-no'-o); from 
NT:4636; to tent or encamp, i.e. (figuratively) to 
occupy (as a mansion) or (specifically) to reside (as 
God did in the Tabernacle of old , a symbol of 
protection and communion): New Exhaustive Strong's 
Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary



The Metaphor

ÅNotice the metaphor John employs to describe 
this incarnation of the Messiah? 

ÅUsing the Word, "dwelt" among his people,  
John describes the Messiah's first coming and 
uses the most obvious metaphor (I call this a 
Hebraism), the First day of Sukkot, or the day 
that celebrates the dwelling of God! 

ÅLetôs me illustrate some more facts about 
Tabernacles or Sukkot. HOLD ONé..!



Some Controversy
(in western thought & theology)

ÅWhen was the actual date of Yeshua's birth in 
Bethlehem?

ÅThe Catholic Church, since the fourth century,  adopted 
December 25th. as the official day to acknowledge 
ñdwelt or birthòthe incarnation of the Messiah or 
ñGod Coming In The Flesh.ò 

ÅMost historians admit that this was in concession to the 
pagans of the Roman Empire and Europeans than to the 
Holy Scriptures. 

ÅThe early Catholic Church "Christianized" existing 
pagan days and festivals to accommodate and try to 
influence the many new converts who celebrated the 
Winter Solstice on December 25th. 



Some Controversy

ÅDecember 25th. happened to be an ancient 
feast to celebrate the winter solstice. 

ÅIt had no biblical or historic basis as the 
birth of Yeshua, but was adopted by the 
Roman Catholic Church as the date for His 
birth. 

ÅWhen the apostle John describes the birth 
of the Messiah, he paints it in terms of 
Tabernacles. The simplicity of this logic is 
astounding. 



Some Controversy
ÅGod's plan of salvation is illustrated through the 

Biblical Feasts He has revealed as His Feasts, to Israel 
and the New Testament church. (Lev. 23:1 & 31).

ÅCritical events regarding God's plan are consistently 
fulfilled on these special days of Passover, Unleavened 
Bread, First Fruits, Pentecost, Rosh Hashanah, Yom 
Kippur and Tabernacles.

ÅWe find Messiah dying on the cross as our Passover 
lamb on the very day of Passover . 

ÅThe pouring out of the first fruits of God's Holy Spirit 
likewise takes place on the appropriate holy day of 
Pentecost . 

ÅWould such an important event as the birth of the 
Messiah go unheralded by one of these biblical feasts? 


