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The Holiday Of Hanukkah

üThe holiday of Hanukkah means (lit. Dedication / 
Renewal / Re-dedication). 

ü It is a man made festival commemorating a great 
spiritual and military achievement by the Jewish people 
during one of the darkest periods in their history. 

üThis event took place during what the Christian Church 
refers too as the 400 silent years between the Old and 
New Testaments. Hebrew history was not silent for 
those 400 years. 



The Holiday Of Hanukkah

üThe holiday of Hanukkah means (lit. Dedication / 
Renewal / Re-dedication). 

üHistorically Hanukkah was approximately 200 years prior 
to Jesus teaching in the Temple during the Feast of 
Dedication (Hanukkah) as recorded in John 10:22.

ïJohn 10:22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the 
dedication, and it was winter.(KJV)



Compromise Or Godly Character

üThis is a story of the timeless battle between 
spiritual compromise and Godly character. 

üThe year was 168 BC; the place was a small 
town in ancient Israel. It started in the village of 
Modin about 25 miles from Jerusalem. 

üThe main goal of the fight was to destroy idols, 
purify the Temple and renew pure worship unto 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 





Three Goals Of Dissimulation
(Disassociating)

1. To destroy idols in the Temple.

2. To purify The Temple Again.

3. Renew pure Worship Unto God.



The Hanukkah Confrontation Focused 

On Three Factors Of Dissimulation.
(Disassociating)

1. To destroy idols in the Temple.

Exod 20:3
Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Ps 81:9
There shall no strange god be in thee ; neither shalt 
Thou worship any strange god.

ï They were not to worship or adore the gods that 
were worshipped by foreigners. This was a 
fundamental law and practice Hebrew life.



2. To Purify The Temple Again.

Deut 4:24, Heb 12:29

For the LORD thy God is aconsuming fire , even a jealous God. 

Ex. 40:10

And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and all his 
vessels , and sanctify the altar : and it shall be an altar most holy. 

Romans 12:1

I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.



3. Renew Pure Worship Unto God.

Lev 20:7

Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I 
am the LORD your God.

Lev 20:8

And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them : I am 
the LORD which sanctify you.

Eph 5:26

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word, (KJV)



Three Factors Of Dissimulation

1. To destroy idols in the Temple.

2. To purify The Temple Again.

3. Renew pure Worship Unto God.



The Historical Setting

ü Israel is going through dramatic changes. A Macedonian 
general named Alexander the Great a Macedonian King, 
of questionable moral practices (pagan gods, 
homosexuality etc.), had conquered most of the known 
world; this included the Land of Israel.

üAlexander died at the age of 33, as a result his kingdom 
was divided among his four generals. This resulted in 
two dynasties one headquartered in Alexandra, Egypt 
and Antioch, Syria. 

üAntiochus IV of Epiphanes(E pif an ees meaning God 
manifest) as he dubbed himself, began a campaign to 
defeat his long-time rivals in Egypt, he was having 
success until Rome stepped in and told him to stop or he 
would suffer the wrath of the Roman Empire.



He Decreed The Jews Would Have 
To Change.

ü On his return to Syria he found a way to vent his 
disappointment and anger. Jews were forbidden under 
penalty of death from engaging in their most Holy 
Practices of Worship.

1. Circumcising newborn babies.

2. Celebrating the Jewish festivals and feasts.

3. Keeping the Sabbath(s).

4. Offering daily sacrifices.

5. Reading or having in possession the Torah.

6. They must erect altars dedicated to Zeus (Chief 

God to the Greeks).



The Hebrew Word For Dreidel Is Sevivon , Which Is 
Yiddish, It Means To Turn Around. Dreidels Have 
Four [Hebrew] Letters On Them, And They Stand 
For The Saying, ñNes Gadol Haya Sham,ò meaning 

ñA Great Miracle Occurred There.ò



The Insult Of Insultôs

üThe insult of insultôs came when he required them to pay 
homage to Greek deities and involve themselves in the 
sacrifice of swine in the Temple. 

üKing Antiochus (god manifest) Marched into the Second 
Temple in Jerusalem, took its ornaments, set up an 
image of Zeus on the bronze altar, and then sacrificed a 
swine on the altar in the sight of everyone. 

üThe date was the 25th. day of the month Kislev, 168 BC. 
You can only imagine how this would affect you if this 
type of insult happened in your church or nation. 



I King 18:21

And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long 
halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people 
answered him not a word. 

Josh 24:15

And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose 
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other side of 
the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.

I Can Hear The Words Of Elijah 
And Joshua!



No Middle Ground

üThere could be no middle ground for the Jewish Nation 
nor for the Christian in such a situation. Many of the 
Israelites chose to compromise. 

üEven today many Christians have chosen to mix faith 
and pagan religious traditions for acceptance. 

üThose who compromised in biblical times became know 
as Hellenized Jews. The City of Tiberius in Galilee was 
such a place.

ïHellenized Jews were those who mixed Judaism and 
Greek pagan religious activities. 

ïJesus never once visited the City of Tiberius.



Hellenized Thinking
üWe have applied sound bites of scriptural truth to justify 

our assimilation (absorption, integration, adaptation) . 

ïñwere taking back what the devil has stolen 
from us.ò
ïñgreater is He that is in me, then he that is in 
the world.ò
ïñweôre not under the law, but grace.ò

üThink about these statements for a momentéé.! 

üHow can you take back from the devil a practice, 
tradition or justify a philosophy that was never inspired 
by God? 

üIn reality it came from demonic inspiration, menôs 
traditions and there is no scriptural precedent or Hebraic 
history to justify the event or practice?


