
The God Of War

ñAnd Our Kingdom Partnership In 
Destroying The Works Of The Devilò

Put on God's whole armor [the 
armor of a heavy -armed soldier 
which God supplies], that you may 
be able successfully to stand up 
against [all] the strategies and the 
deceits of the devil. Eph 6:11 AMP



The God Of War And The 
Warrior King

ñEvil Within A Biblical World 
Viewò

Dan 10:12-13 Then he said to me, Fear not, 
Daniel, for from the first day that you set your 
mind and heart to understand and to humble 
yourself before your God, your words were 
heard, and I have come as a consequence of [and 
in response to] your words.  13 But the prince of 
the kingdom of Persia withstood me for 
twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief 
[of the celestial] princes , came to help me, for 
I remained there with the kings of Persia.  AMP

Understanding 
The Keys To 

Spiritual 
Warfare!



The War Started In Godôs 
Throne Room

Rev 12:7-9 Then war broke out in heaven ; 
Michael and his angels went forth to battle 
with the dragon, and the dragon and his 
angels fought. 8 But they were defeated , 
and there was no room found for them in 
heaven any longer. 9 And the huge dragon 
was cast down and out ð that age-old 
serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, 
he who is the seducer (deceiver) of all 
humanity the world over; he was forced out 
and down to the earth, and his angels
were flung out along with him. [Gen 
3:1,14,15; Zech 3:1.]  AMP



He Hears Us And Responds

John 14:13-14 From now on, whatever 
you request along the lines of who I am 
and what I am doing, I'll do it . That's 
how the Father will be seen for who he 
is in the Son. I mean it. 14 Whatever 
you request in this way, I'll do. Msg.

Can Godôs quick response be 
delayed by evil cosmic powers?



Spiritual Beings Who Oversee 
Territories

V ;12 Then Michael, one of the chief [of the 
celestial] princes , came to help me, for I 
remained there with the kings of Persia. 
Dan 10:20 Then he said, Do you know why I 
have come to you? And now I will return to 
fight with the [hostile] prince of Persia; and 
when I have gone, behold, the [hostile] 
prince of Greece will come. AMP

We see that Michael is a ñchief princeòof 
spiritual beings ñfallen and un-fallen.òIn 
Daniel they meet in an angelic battle, below 
God and above man just beyond the earthly 
scenes of physical reality.



The Fight Defined By Paul
Eph 6:12 For we are not wrestling with flesh 
and blood [contending only with physical 
opponents], but against the despotisms (tyrants, 

cruel use of power), against the powers, against [the 
master spirits who are] the world rulers of 
this present darkness, against the spirit forces 
of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) 
sphere. AMP

Eph 6:12 For we are not fighting against 
people made of flesh and blood, but against 
persons without bodies-the evil rulers of the 
unseen world, those mighty satanic beings 
and great evil princes of darkness who rule 
this world; and against huge numbers of 
wicked spirits in the spirit world. TLB



The 21 Day Delay
If Micheal had not intervened, for Daniel and the 
messenger Angel, the answer sent on the first day of 
prayer may have never gotten through and 21 days 
may have turned into months or years.
ïDo certain evil invisible cosmic beings really 

possess the power to disrupt the plan of God to 
answer a prayer?

Can transcendent evil beings negatively affect us in a 
way that is similar to the way people who have 
authority over us (earthly princes) affect us?

Can the will of various invisible beings who exist 
ñabove usò but ñbelow Godò affect our lives for better 
or worse by their behavior? 
ïHow does this fly in the view of  ñthe omnipotent 
(all powerful) sovereignty of God?ò



Developing A World View About 
Evil

Daniel 10 & Eph. 6:12 clearly affirms the 
existence of powerful angelic beings (princes),

and their ability either to cooperate with or 
resist Godôs will.
ïThis passage does not stand alone in the 

scripture. If it did we could dismiss it as a piece of 
prophetic imagery.

The Bible from beginning to end presupposes 
spiritual beings who exist ñbetweenò
humanity and God, exhibiting behaviors that 
affect human existence, for better or worse.

It is this argument, that lies at the center of a 
biblical world view of ñSpiritual Warfareò.



A World Warfare View Defined
This view is predicated on the assumption 
that divine goodness does not completely 
control nor does evil, rather good and evil 
are at war with each other and God is not 
exercising exhaustive, meticulous control over 
the world Rev. 12:7 (war in heaven) it 
happened in heaven first and then God kicked 
it out.

I am not suggesting that fallen or un -fallen 
beings match Godôs own power, but each has 
some degree of genuine influence within the 
creation still.
Rom 11:29 God's gifts and God's call are under full 

warranty ð never canceled, never rescinded. Msg.



A Heavenly Partnership

The world warfare view suggests
that, ñGod is working with and releasing 
ñHis Divine Plan Of Redemption,ò in 
partnership with ñRighteous angels, 
angel princes and born again believers.ò

ïDaniel 10é. Daniel, Messenger angel, 
Micheal, Prince of Persia and Greece.

ïEph. 6:12 Flesh and blood, evil rulers of 
the unseen world, evil powers and a huge 
number of wicked spirits.



A Real War Or Just Predestination

A world warfare view removes the need for a 
belief, theory or conclusion that evil agents 
bring some transcendent divine purpose
for evil events that happen to us.

Is the world caught up in a real war between 
good and evil forces? 

ïIf so, evil is to be expected, ñincluding evil that 
serves no higher end.ò

ïIn any state of war, gratuitous evil is a norm?

It is only when we assume that an all -loving 
God controls ñall or particular evil events,ò 
that we have to have an explanation for why 
you just went through an evil event.



Partnership With God Is 
Breaking Agreement With The 

Enemy

James 1:13-15 Don't let anyone under 
pressure to give in to evil say, "God is trying 
to trip me up." God is impervious to evil, 
and puts evil in no one's way. 14 The 
temptation to give in to evil comes from us 
and only us. We have no one to blame but 
the leering, seducing flare-up of our own lust. 
15 Lust gets pregnant, and has a baby: sin! 
Sin grows up to adulthood, and becomes a 
real killer. Msg.



The Classic Western View
About Evil

It is an assumption that a divine mysterious, loving, 
and sovereign plan is behind and controlling evil 
events in our world. This view encourages an 
approach to evil that defines it as an intellectual 
problem to be solved rather than a spiritual 
opponent to be overcome.

If all evil is believed to serve a higher purpose, then 
clearly oneôs sense of urgency in fighting it is 
compromised, while oneôs ability to destroy it 
becomes diminished. This has been the classic 
traditional view since the time of St. Augustine. 

This view explains the Westernôs churchôs approach 
to, ñthe higher purpose of why an evil event 
happened.ò 
ïWhy good people suffer and bad people prosper?



So we see hymns and poems that draw conclusions 
that are contrary to a biblical warfare view. Evil must 
fit into Godôs sovereign plan. Like a young man 
expressing his rage against God for paralyzing him in 
a freak football accident. Or an evangelist declaring 
the day after the bombing in Oklahoma City that, 
ñGod is up to great thingsò and the people of the city 
should ñexpect a miracle!ò How does this bring 
consolation and comfort to the parents of the 
murdered children?ò
ïDoes omnipotence (all power ) mean God is all 

controlling also as St. Augustine has suggested?

If it does, then we must accept the rage of the 
paralyzed man and at the same time be in 
submission that the Oklahoma bombing is from our 
heavenly Fathers loving hand.

Being punished for sin directly opposes the New 
Testament understanding of ñsin being paid for in the 
atonement.ò Jesus Himself teaches against it!



What Did I Do To Deserve This?
Luke 13:1-5  There were present at that season 
some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus 
answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans, because they suffered such things?  3 I 
tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all 
likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the 
tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that 
they were worse sinners than all other men who 
dwelt in Jerusalem?  5 I tell you, no; but unless you 
repent you will all likewise perish." NKJV 

John 9:1-3 Jesus saw a man blind from birth. 2 His 
disciples asked, "Rabbi, who sinned: this man or his 
parents, causing him to be born blind?" 3 Jesus said, 
"You're asking the wrong question. You're looking for 
someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect 
here. Look instead for what God can do. Msg.



What Did I Do To Deserve This?
This statement is classic St. Augustine 
theology. 
ïñWhy do bad things happen to good people?ò

We are assuming that bad things are suppose 
to happen to bad people. 

This is how God ñgets evenò with sinners and 
believers learn their lessons.

There comes a point when even suggesting 
such an idea becomes as cruel as it is 
ridiculous. 
ïIt is time to abandon such ideas as Biblical.



A World View Of Evil

ñGod the author of all natures, directs and 
disposesé.all things towards 
goodnessé.Everyone thinks evil is so 
prevalent on earth; but if you could truly see 
the plan of providence, you would 
perceive that evil has no place left for it 
at all.òBoethius The Consolation of Philosophy Random House 1943 
4.74-100.

Jesus said, "You're asking the wrong 
question. You're looking for someone to 
blame. There is no such cause-effect here. 
Look instead for what God can do. Jn. 
9:3 Msg.



The all knowing, powerful, ever present God and  
reaping what we have sown does not equate to ñan all 
controlling God.ò

Augustine said , ñand not only for God, but for your 
created universe, because there is nothing outside it 
which could break in and destroy the order which you 
have imposed upon it. But in parts of the universe, 
there are certain elements which are thought evil 
because of a conflict of interest.ò

Augustine is saying , ñWhat seems evil, because it 
conflicts with our finite interests, is actually a dimension 
of higher harmony. According to St. Augustine we have 
to regard everything as flowing from Godôs sovereign 
loving hand. Even when an innocent person suffers 
unjustly at the hands of another person.ò Gregory Boyd GOW 
pg.24

Augustine maintains , ñhe ought not to attribute his 
suffering to the will of men, or angels or of any created 
spirit, but rather to ñHis will who gives power to wills.ò 
Augustine, Confessions Oxford university press 1991 p.125



The New Testament Church
Biblically the New Testament church is not baffled by 
evil, but is spiritually empowered to vanquish it! In a 
world warfare view, particular evils are their own 
explanation.
ïThey flow from the wills of creatures, fallen 
celestial and earthly. They need no higher ñgood 
or divine reason for occurring.ò
ïBottom line, ñevil must be understood as being 
what God unequivocally hates and what Godôs 
people must also be unequivocally against!

A Classical view , evil encourages resignation 
because there must be some higher good that God 
has for evil, so why revolt against it, instead we need 
to understand itôs purpose (intellectually).

A  Warfare view inspires and requires a theological 
and physcial ñREVOLTò against all that ñGOD 
REVOLTS AGAINST.ò



Jesus Was A Warrior King
ñThe reversing of the cursesò

1 John 3:8[But] he who commits sin 
[who practices evildoing] is of the devil 
[takes his character from the evil one], 
for the devil has sinned (violated the 
divine law) from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God was made 
manifest (visible) was to undo (destroy, 
loosen, and dissolve) the works the 
devil [has done]. AMP



Curses Reversed
1. The temptation of Jesus
2. Water made to wine
3. Noblemanôs son healed
4. The net bursting with fish
5. Demoniac in the Synagogue
6. Peterôs mother in-law -healed
7. Leper healed
8. Paralytic healed
9. Man healed at the pool
10. Withered hand healed
11. Many healed in Galilee
12. Centurionôs servant healed
13. Widows son raised
14. Dump demoniac healed
15. Afflicted woman healed
16. The tempest sea stilled
17. The Gadarene Demoniacs
18. Jairus daughter healed
19. Blind and dumb man healed
20. Five Thousand Feed
21. Jesus Walks on Water
22. Syrophoenicianôs daughter 

delivered
23. Deaf and dumb healed 
24. Four thousand feed

25. Blind healed at Bethsaida
26. The transfiguration
27. Demoniac Son delivered
28. The tribute money
29. Ten lepers healed
30. Adulterous woman forgiven
31. Blind man healed
32. Lazarus resurrected
33. Woman healed of a infirmity
34. Man with dropsy healed
35. Two blind men in Jericho 
36. Zacchaeus saved
37. Fig tree cursed
38. Healing in the temple
39. Holy Spirit promised
40. Garden prayer
41. Healing Malchus ear
42. Dying Thief saved
43. Temple veil rent and grave 

opened
44. Jesus resurrection
45. Jesus instructs disciples where 

to fish
46. Appears to five hundred
47. Appearance to James
48. Appearance at His ascension



Itôs Simple, Itôs A Real War
A world warfare view removes the need for a 
belief, theory, conclusion that evil agents 
bring some transcendent divine purpose for  
us from a loving God.

It asks, is the creation caught up in a real 
war between good and evil forces? 
ïIf so, evil is to be expected, ñincluding evil that 
serves no higher end.ò

ïIn any state of war, unexplainable evil is a norm?

It is only when we assume that an all -loving 
God controls  and dispenses ñevil events 
within His big planò that we have to have an 
explanation for why you just went through an 
evil event.



The Classical View Expressed
The Classic view since the time of Constantine.

ïRom 8:28 We are assured and know that [God 
being a partner in their labor] all things work 
together and are [fitting into a plan] for good to 
and for those who love God and are called 
according to [His] design and purpose. AMP

ñGodôs relationship to the world is the conviction that 
whatever happens must somehow fit into Godôs 
sovereign plan. All things must ultimately follow a 
divine blueprint that is, in detail, foreknown and willed 
by God. Thus whether we speak of God ñordainingò or 
ñallowingò the evil to occur, there must always be a 
divine purpose for it occurring. It is all decreed 
because ñall things work together for goodò (according 
to a western interpretation of Rom. 8:28). In classical 
theological thinking, events may occur ñagainstò Godôs 
will, but paradoxically they can never occur outside 
Godôs will.ò Ph.D. Gregory Boyd God at War pg.39



The Free Fall

The greatest gift that Godéé.made in 
creation, and the most formidable to 
His Goodness, and that which He prizes 
the most, was the freedom of the 
willéDante, The Divine Comedy.



We Have To Believe In Free 
Will. We Have No Choice

ñFree will is what has made evil 
possible. Why then, did God give 
(creatures) free will? Because free will, 
though it makes evil possible, is also 
the only thing that makes any love or 
goodness or joy worth having.òC.S. 
Lewis, Mere Christianity



The Bride of Christ 

If God desires a bride made up of 
people who genuinely love Himé..who 
do not just act lovingly toward 
Himé..He must create people who have 
the capacity to reject Him.
ïThey, not God, must determine whether or 

not they will love Him and each other.

The fact evil exists is not a second 
decision God makes; it is in the single 
decision to have a world in which love is 
possible.



The Computer Chip Companion

What if your wife, husband, or child could 
just have a chip inserted into their brain 
that programmed them to do everything 
you like.

Now, they think they are doing it because 
they love you, but you know their responses 
are because they are programmed that 
way.

How long would it be, before you became 
bored, with their fellowship and robotic 
responses?



Let me explain in very simplistic 
terms what is happening

The earth is afflicted by ña ruling prince the 
demons his followers and fallen menò who 
are, of their own free volition (will) , 
incessantly working against the goodness 
and the kingdom of god.
ïThe world looks like a war zone because it 

is a war zone.
ïPeople are sick and afflicted because they 

are casualties in a celestial and terrestrial 
war!

We must break our agreement with the 
ñprince of this worldò and stay in agreement 
with God and His Word for mankind.



These Fallen Angels Were Given Authority

In The Creation Just Like Man Was

The fallen angels transgressed  against there God 
given appointments.

They then subdued the human race into 
agreement with them, through our disobedience.

They began to sow in murders, wars, adulteries, 
and all wickedness.

Poets and Mythologists who do not understand 
the biblical truths, have attributed these evils to 
the designed purposes of God.

They write that all this evil has some divine 
eternal predestined purpose for mankind.

If this is true, why do we pray to be healed if it is 
from Godôs own hand? Why not pray for more 
sickness since it ultimately comes from God!



In A Warfare New Testament 
View We Must Understand

God gave humans and angels the gift of 
freedom.

God sent His son ñas one who saves by 
persuasion , not compulsion , for 
compulsion is no attribute of God. Jesus 
soundly defeated Satan and established Godôs 
Kingdom.

His ministry of exorcisms, and healings 
especially His death and resurrection, 
destroyed the power of the devil.



Jesus destroyed the works of 
the devil

I Jn 3:8 He who sins is of the devil, for the 
devil has sinned from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested , 
that He might destroy the works of the devil. 
(NKJ)

Why would He destroy something (evil) if it is 
part of the big picture of Godôs loving 
providence for us?

Applying this victory to the rest of the 
earth is the primary business of the church 
which is the ñBody of Christò.



What I Find In Many Situations

Is that some saved individuals have been in 
agreement with the seduction of fallen angels 
(demons) who are using vain imaginations to 
get them into bondage and live with 
strongholds created by their agreement 
with demons or other rebellious humans. 

A Stronghold is, ña collection of wrong
thoughts and actions that becomes the 
building materials for a habitation in the mind 
[soul] that the enemy [demons] have keys to.



The Garden All Over Again, Why 
Leave A Strategy That Works

Level 1: A suggestion is made by a fallen 
angel or a rebellious human and you come 
into agreement partnership with it.

Level 2: You begin to dwell and entertain 
the vain imagination.

Level 3: You begin to believe the lie and 
doubts, perversion of truth and the reality of 
the lie births.

Level 4: The seduction has taken root and 
rebellious behavior (evil) begins to channel 
through you and begins to manifest in the 
earth.


